PROTECTIONISM
to lessen the struggle by another outlet; (11) extravagant
criminal laws to try to suppress another development of
this struggle by terror; and so on, and so on.
(5) OLD AND NEW CONCEPTIONS OF THE STATE.
3.   Here we have a complete illustration of one mode of
looking at human society, or at a state.    Such society is,
on this view, an artificial or mechanical product.   It is an
object  to  be  molded,   made,   produced  by  contrivance.
Like every product which is brought out by working up to
an ideal instead of working out from antecedent truth and
fact, the product here is haphazard, grotesque, false.   Like
every other product which is brought out by working on
lines fixed by a priori assumptions, it is a satire on human
foresight and on what we call common sense.   Such a
state is like a house of cards, built up anxiously one upon
another, ready to fall at a breath, to be credited at most
with naive hope and silly confidence; or, it is like the long
and tedious contrivance of a mischievous schoolboy, for
an end which has been entirely misappreciated and was
thought desirable when it should have been thought a
folly; or, it is like the museum of an alchemist, filled with
specimens of his failures, monuments of mistaken industry
and testimony of an erroneous method;  or, it is like the
clumsy product of an untrained inventor, who, instead of
asking: "what means have I, and to what will they serve?**
asks:   "what do I wish that I could accomplish?" and
seeks to win steps by putting in more levers and cogs, in-
creasing friction and putting the solution ever farther off.
4.   Of course such a notion of a state is at war with the
conception of a state as a seat of original forces which
must be reckoned with all the time; as an organism whose
life  will  go  on  anyhow,   perverted,   distorted,  diseased,
vitiated as it may be by obstructions or coercions; as a